
STARTER PACK 
Included per teacher pack with  

the first order of the curriculum year.

Weather Display
• Helps children explore,  

observe, and describe  
weather by physical  
characteristics

•  Weather Pieces and  
2 large arrow clips  
included

• Laminated;  
12” x 18” 

Color/shape/ 
Number  
Display base
• Display the monthly  

colors, shapes, and  
numbers

• Interactive and 
contributes to a 
print-rich  
environment

• Laminated; 
18” x 24” 

moNthly Display pieCes 
•  Introduce and display  

colors, shapes, and  
numbers

• Helps children name and  
match colors

• Introduce basic geometry  
and help children 
identify shapes

• Number recognition and  
counting practice 

•  Laminated, punch-out

CaleNDar  
GriD
• To display 

Monthly Heading  
and Daily  
Patterned Pieces

• Laminated,  
18” x 12”

NeW! CoNCept Cube With 
aCtivity CarDs
•  4” blue foam cube with  

clear plastic pockets
•  Numbers and Colors  

included in Starter Pack
•  New Activity Cards sent  

in each Teacher Pack

NeW! spaNish CarDs
•  Introduces Spanish words 

for colors and shapes
•  Use with the monthly  

Word Wall pieces
•  19 cards

NoW all iN the starter paCk!  
a-Z alphabet Displays
•  Alphabet Display Cards to  

introduce letters each month
• Sign language included, 

multi-cultural photos
• 26 punch-out cards, 8” x 5”

WorD Wall heaDiNG 
aND helper CarDs
•  Use heading with monthly  

Word Wall pieces
•  Use helper cards for transitions,  

special tasks, and more

NeW! GettiNG  
starteD GuiDe
•  A quick start guide for preparing  

the classroom
•  Includes tips on parent engagement, 

assessment, observation, and more!

NeW! DevelopmeNtal  
CoNtiNuum poster
•  Separate Three to Five Year Old  

Indicators for easier reference
•  18” x 24”

TEACHER PACK
eXpaNDeD! CurriCulum GuiDe
• Now full color with 3 pages  

of activities per day
•  Observation and 

Assessment Guidance
• Easy-to-use lesson  

plans organized by day
•  Learning goals and  

indicators listed with  
each activity

•  Adaptations and  
extensions offered

•  Center Activities  
separated for each theme

•  Space for note-taking

NeW! Full Color  
aCtivity CaleNDar
•  Post on a wall to view daily activities  

at a glance and engage parents
•  12” x 18”

NeW! 1 set CoNCept  
Cube aCtivity CarDs
•  6 cards to use with the  

cube in the Starter Pack
•  Activities in every 

Curriculum Guide
•  Full color, perforated

NeW! 22 musiC aND  
movemeNt CarDs
•  For on-the-go child engagement
•  Collect, save, and reuse!
• 5.5” x 8.5”; sturdy paper,  

full color, front and back 

Place season here.

Today the  
Weather Is: It Feels:The Season:

This Week’s Weather Pattern:
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
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Place color here.

Place shape here.

Place number here.
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Getting
Started

Online

Early Learning and Development Continuum
3 Year Olds

36-48 months 4 and 5 Year Olds

Domain/Subdomain Goal Indicators

La
n
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ag

e 
/L
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ac
y

L1: Receptive 
Language (Listening)

Understands spoken 
language

L1.1(3) Follows directions; understands rhymes/texts/conversations; knows verbal/nonverbal cues L1.1(4) Follows multi-step directions; understands more complex rhymes/texts/conversations

L2: Expressive 
Language (Speaking)

Communicates 
with others

L2.1(3) Speaks and is understood; gains meaning from stories/text/conversations L2.1(4) Asks questions and responds in conversation; shares opinions/experiences/ideas

L2.2(3) Uses rapidly expanding vocabulary; understands words from many topics L2.2(4) Understands/uses growing vocabulary, including more abstract concepts

L2.3(3) Expands sentences using age-appropriate grammar L2.3(4) Connects phrases; creates complex sentences using some correct grammar

L3: Foundational 
Reading

Gains meaning 
from print

L3.1(3) Listens to � ction/non� ction books; retells parts of texts; understands story structure L3.1(4) Listens to/retells various texts; knows process of reading; understands roles of author, etc.

L3.2(3) With adult help, answers questions/acts out parts/identi� es characters from texts L3.2(4) Recalls texts by showing with play/media; answers questions; connects own experiences

L3.3(3) Begins to exhibit phonological awareness; rhyming words/alliteration/syllables L3.3(4) Exhibits age-appropriate phonological awareness; associates sounds with letters/words

L3.4(3) Begins to develop alphabetic knowledge; sings ABC song/identi� es some letters L3.4(4) Shows growing alphabetic knowledge; names/recognizes most letters/sounds

L4: Writing Develops writing 
to communicate

L4.1(3) Scribbles letter-like forms; draws shapes/people to retell recent events L4.1(4) Draws people; responds to texts; describes dictates experiences; prints some letters in words

M
at

h

M1: Number Sense, 
Quantity, and 
Operations

Understands numbers 
and quantities

M1.1(3) Counts to 10/identi� es some numerals/compares quantities/understands ordinals M1.1(4) Counts to 20+; identi� es more/less/equal; subitizes; uses ordinals

M1.2(3) Understands adding to/subtracting from group makes it larger/smaller M1.2(4) Understands adding/subtracting from set; divides sets into parts up to fourths

M2: Geometry and 
Spatial Sense

Recognizes shapes and 
spatial relationships

M2.1(3) Locates/names di� erent sizes/orientations of shapes; describes attributes; uses shapes in 
pictures

M2.1(4) Names/describes/compares 2D and 3D shapes; uses shapes to create representations of objects; copies/draws 
shapes independently

M2.2(3) Uses positional words to describe location and directions to move from place to place M2.2(4) Uses relational words to describe location and increasingly complex directions to move

M3: Measurement 
and Data

Measures and 
collects data

M3.1(3) Uses words to describe di� erences in weight; observes ways to use tools to measure objects M3.1(4) Describes/compares measurable attributes between groups; measures (standard/non-standard); begins to 
understand time concepts

M3.2(3) With adult support, collects and records information M3.2(4) Shows growing ability to collect/describe/record information to answer questions

M4: Patterns, 
Sorting/Classifying, 
Reasoning

Uses patterns, 
sorting, classifying, 
and reasoning

M4.1(3) Recognizes/duplicates simple patterns; identi� es pattern groups; seriates groups 
of like objects

M4.1(4) Duplicates/extends/creates new patterns; seriates groups of like objects in multiple ways

M4.2(3) Grows in matching/sorting/classifying by color/shape/size; classi� es by one attribute M4.2(4) Matches/sorts/classi� es by texture and describes sorting rules; classi� es by multiple attributes

M4.3(3) Uses simple strategies to solve math problems; experiments with puzzles/blocks to create 
solutions; builds structures to work toward goals

M4.3(4) Uses multiple strategies to solve math problems; solves puzzles; uses blocks to build structures to create solutions; 
moves through process to reach a goal

Sc
ie

n
ce

SC1: Observation
and Inquiry

Uses scienti� c inquiry SC1.1(3) Makes increasingly complex observations/predictions/plans to investigate SC1.1(4) Uses steps of scienti� c inquiry to purposely explore; asks questions/seeks answers; makes predictions based on 
observations; draws conclusions; classi� es by function

SC1.2(3) Uses simple tools to investigate; groups materials according to features SC1.2(4) Uses equipment/tools to gather information to investigate

SC2: Physical Science Understands 
light, sound, force, 
movement, and matter

SC2.1(3) With help, explores changing speed/direction using di� erent forces; experiments with light/
sound; observes how properties of matter can transform

SC2.1(4) With help, predicts/experiments with movement; creates/describes di� erent sounds; explores shadows/light; 
observes/describes how matter changes forms

SC3: Life Science Identi� es attributes 
of living and 
non-living things

SC3.1(3) Compares attributes/properties of living/non-living things; sees changes over lifespans; 
knows basic needs of living things (food, water, shelter)

SC3.1(4) Groups/classi� es/compares living/non-living things; describes life cycles; basic needs of living things (food chains, 
sun energy, habitats)

SC3.2(3) Shows respect for living things SC3.2(4) Shows respect/cares for living things

SC4: Earth Science 
and Environment

Recognizes features of 
earth and sky

SC4.1(3) Describes features of earth/sky; describes common weather in current season SC4.1(4) Compares seasons; describes weather and how it changes daily; describes e� ects of sunlight

SC4.2(3) Begins to understand people share environment with other people/animals/plants, and we 
must care for it

SC4.2(4) Engages in caring for the environment and conservation

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es

SS1: History and 
Events

Understands time and 
historical events

SS1.1(3) Shows awareness of time/sequence of events/routines; uses time-related terms; begins to 
understand change over time

SS1.1(4) Follows/predicts/explains time/sequence of events; interacts with calendars; creates timelines

SS1.2(3) Describes recent past events/annual holidays/birthdays/cultural celebrations SS1.2(4) Describes historically signi� cant events/observances in American history

SS2: Geography 
and Symbolic 
Representation

Appreciates people 
and the environment

SS2.1(3) Describes things in environment at school/home; builds roads/houses with blocks; draws 
people/places/things

SS2.1(4) Describes geography of places; identi� es familiar symbols/landmarks; makes simple maps

SS3: Culture, Family, 
and Community

Relates culture, family, 
and community

SS3.1(3) Shows appreciation of family/cultural stories/music/rhymes; identi� es cultural characteristics 
of self/family/community

SS3.1(4) Shows awareness of diverse cultural backgrounds; appreciates arts/music/world culture

SS3.2(3) Understands family roles/relationships/rules/chores SS3.2(4) Describes family roles/relationships/rules; learns phone number/address

SS3.3(3) Recognizes/identi� es some community helpers/parents’ jobs; role plays jobs in play SS3.3(4) Describes roles of community helpers/parents’ jobs; role plays wide variety of jobs in play

SS4: Government, 
Economics, and 
Technology

Knows about 
government, 
economic systems, 
and technology

SS4.1(3) Follows class/home/community rules with help; tells why rules are important SS4.1(4) Recognizes community rules; talks about rules/consequences, rights of self and others; fairness; growing 
awareness of governance/democracy

SS4.2(3) Understands adults work for money to pay for things; awareness of di� erence between 
needs/wants

SS4.2(4) Knows payment comes in di� erent forms; di� erentiates between needs/wants

SS4.3(3) Uses familiar technology; tries unfamiliar technology with help SS4.3(4) Uses technology for variety of purposes with help
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SE1: Self-Awareness 
and Self-Concept

Understands and 
appreciates self

SE1.1(3) Describes self and things they can do; understands being part of family or classroom; says 
� rst/last name

SE1.1(4) Recognizes similarities between self/others; develops positive self-image; says full name

SE1.2(3) Expresses preferences; chooses activities that come easily SE1.2(4) Expresses preferences/opinions; makes choices

SE1.3(3) Shows awareness of abilities and interest in others’ work; cleans play area with prompting SE1.3(4) Shows con� dence in abilities and interest; respect for work of others; takes pride in cleaning up

SE2: Trust and 
Relationships

Develops trust and 
relationships

SE2.1(3) Interacts with familiar adults and less familiar adults; accepts guidance SE2.1(4) Seeks help/approval; uses appropriate behavior with adults

SE2.2(3) Interacts with multiple children; forms special friendships; participates in group play; 
accepts help to solve con� icts

SE2.2(4) Participates as member of a group, cooperating/playing with others; resolves some con� icts

SE3: Feelings and 
Emotions

Understands feelings 
and emotions

SE3.1(3) Acknowledges emotions/feelings of others; may o� er to meet needs of others SE3.1(4) Shows empathy/caring for others; responds to others emotions appropriately

SE3.2(3) Explores emotions through play/art/music/dance; provides reasons for feelings SE3.2(4) Recognizes/describes wide range of emotions in self/others; gives strategies for dealing with negative emotions

SE4: Self-Regulation Regulates behavior SE4.1(3) Demonstrates increasing self-direction/independence/control; handles transitions SE4.1(4) Manages behavior; shows age-appropriate self-regulation; considers social standards before responding 
to others’ emotions 
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g AL1: Curiosity, 

Initiative, and 
Risk-Taking

Shows curiosity, 
initiative, and 
risk-taking

AL1.1(3) Shows willingness to participate; eager to join play; tries new activities AL1.1(4) Shows creativity/inventiveness in play; shows inquisitiveness about subjects

AL2: Creative 
Thinking, Problem-
Solving, Reasoning

Uses creative thinking, 
problem-solving,
and reasoning

AL2.1(3) Generates ideas in play; creates imaginative stories; attempts joke-telling AL2.1(4) Participates creatively in play situations; changes words in sentences to employ humor

AL2.2(3) Asks more complex questions; makes comparisons; explores cause/e� ect relationships AL2.2(4) Gathers information/asks complex questions to understand a concept; makes/explains comparisons; cause/e� ect 
reasoning

AL2.3(3) Begins to think problems through; makes simple plan with help AL2.3(4) Uses new strategies to solve a problem; generates ideas, shares best solution; makes a plan before task

AL3: Attention, 
Engagement, 
and Persistence

Shows attention, 
engagement, 
and persistence

AL3.1(3) Attends to tasks even when challenged AL3.1(4) Works at a task despite problems, distractions, or interruptions

AL4: Memory 
and Re� ection

Uses memory 
and re� ection

AL4.1(3) Recalls and applies routine knowledge; plays memory games AL4.1(4) Re� ects and applies knowledge of past experiences to new situations

P
hy
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PD1: Physical Health, 
Growth

Shows healthy growth 
and development

PD1.1(3) Joins active play and exercise for extended time; develops strength/� exibility/stamina PD1.1(4) Joins moderate/vigorous play activities and exercise for extended time; develops strength, etc. while playing on 
equipment/creating new games

PD1.2(3) Identi� es healthy/unhealthy foods; tries new foods, expresses preferences PD1.2(4) Exhibits knowledge about healthy eating/good nutrition/bene� ts of healthy diet; tries new foods

PD2: Gross Motor 
Development

Uses gross motor skills PD2.1(3) Moves body to travel/play games PD2.1(4) Re� nes mobility and moves with a purpose

PD2.2(3) Coordinates body movements in place with increasing skill PD2.2(4) Coordinates body movements in place to accomplish a goal

PD2.3(3) Shows/applies increasing � exibility/balance/bilateral control during activities/games PD2.3(4) Demonstrates � exibility/bilateral control in purposeful movements

PD3: Fine Motor 
Development

Uses � ne motor skills PD3.1(3) Re� nes wrist/� nger movements; pours from small container without spilling/folds paper, etc. PD3.1(4) Uses small, precise hand movements to complete tasks; fastens clothing, etc.

PD3.2(3) Shows growing hand/eye coordination; strings beads/uses lacing cards, etc. PD3.2(4) Demonstrates more precise hand/eye coordination; forms more recognizable shapes with playdough/weaves, etc.

PD3.3(3) Uses tools requiring small muscle dexterity (crayons/markers, etc.) PD3.3(4) Uses tools that require strength/dexterity with moderate control (holds scissors correctly to cut shapes, etc.)

PD4: Safety 
Awareness and Self-
Care

Practices safety and 
self-care

PD4.1(3) Recognizes/avoids potentially harmful items/situations with guidance; follows 
health/safety rules

PD4.1(4) Identi� es/alerts others to harmful items/behaviors/situations with guidance; identi� es safety/health rules

PD4.2(3) Develops independence in daily self-care routines; dresses/undresses with assistance, etc. PD4.2(4) Exhibits independent self-care in daily routines; dresses/undresses independently except for di�  cult 
fasteners, etc.
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CA1: Visual Arts Appreciates the 
visual arts

CA1.1(3) Creates art with various media/techniques CA1.1(4) Creates art using various techniques/colors/textures/shapes; responds to literature; depicts experiences/feelings 
via art

CA1.2(3) Shows interest in others’ art and comments with prompting CA1.2(4) Appreciates art creations of others and art events; shares likes/dislikes

CA2: Music Enjoys music CA2.1(3) Knows/sings songs; employs tone (loud and soft) in songs CA2.1(4) Uses singing voice to echo short melodies/tone

CA2.2(3) Explores musical rhythm/patterns/beat through movement/instruments/props CA2.2(4) Explores/repeats/creates rhythms/patterns/beats with movements, instruments or props

CA3: Movement 
and Dance

Participates in 
movement and dance

CA3.1(3) Participates in creative movement activities/dance CA3.1(4) Designs original movements and interpretations

CA4: Dramatic Play 
and Imagination

Engages in 
dramatic play

CA4.1(3) Participates in creative dramatic play/make believe CA4.1(4) Shows growing creativity/imagination assuming di� erent roles in play; understands di� erence between pretend 
and reality

CA4.2(3) Uses/makes props to represent another object (box is a boat); acts out familiar roles (teacher) CA4.2(4) Uses props in more creative ways during play (molds playdough to represent a phone)

D
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DL1: Receptive 
Language (Listening 
and Understanding)

Listens to and 
comprehends 
language

DL1.1(Middle) Follows simple routine directions in second language with adult support; participates 
in rhyming activities; understands some words

DL1.1(Later) Follows 1- and 2-step directions in second language with help; gains meaning from texts/conversations 

DL2: Expressive 
Language (Speaking 
Second Language)

Communicates 
with others

DL2.1(Middle) Combines words from home/second language to communicate needs/wants; 
participates in two-way conversations

DL2.1(Later) Communicates with others in second language; expanding sentences with increased vocabulary  

©FunShine Express

circletriangle

star

©FunShine Express 2018

©FunShine Express 2018

©FunShine Express 2018

Fir
ef

lie
s®

 Sh
ap

e 
Pie

ce
s

©FunShine Express September Fireflies® Activity Calendar

September  
2018

Daily Basics Learning  
Activities

Physical  
Development

Creative  
Expression

 Theme 1 • Hello and Goodbye
Tuesday

September 4

Circle Shape Introduction, Alphabet 
Song, Circles Song, Introduction to 
School

Introduction to Storytime, September Word 
Wall, Daily Calendar, Circle Shape 
Recognition

Sticky Tag Circle Puzzle

Wednesday
September 5

Circle Spanish Card, Name 
Introductions, Grandma’s Glasses 
Rhyme, Discuss Grandparents Day

September Book of the Month, Problem 
Solving Through Literature, Graphing Eye 
Color, September Character Card

Preschool Hopscotch Grandparent Gift: A Hug for 
You

Thursday
September 6

Number 1 Introduction, Friend 
Letter Forms, Wheels on the Bus, 
Discuss School Transportation

Main Characters, Number One Counting 
Card, Ready for School LCM Whistle Blower Traveling to School, Kids on 

the Bus

Friday
September 7

Color Red Introduction, Hop Along 
Letters, Discuss Friends, All My 
Friends Song

Favorite Part, Character Feelings, 
Concept Cube, Pockets the Bear Buddy Games Best Buds

Monday
September 10

Red Spanish Card, Letter A 
Display, Letter A Rhyme, Discuss 
Daily Routines

Picture Walk, Name Hunt, Everyday Print, 
Feely Bag Copy Cats Introduction to Art, Play 

School

Tuesday
September 11

Sandbox Circles, Letter A Word 
Cards, Our School Rhyme, Discuss 
Classroom Rules

Storytime Recall, Special Helpers, 
Preschool Rules LCM, Line Up Personal Space Back to School Backpack

Wednesday
September 12

Red Sensory Materials, Animal 
Charades, Discuss Proper Hygiene, 
I Like to Share Rhyme

Repetition and Rhyme, Washing Hands, 
September Math Game, Name Practice Follow Directions Supply Holder

Thursday
September 13

Number 2, Applesauce A’s, Friend 
to Me Song, Discuss Saying 
Goodbye

Listen and Perform, Number Two 
Counting Card, Treasure Box, Record-a-
Book

Actions Cube Art Capsule

Friday
September 14

Counting Body Parts, I Spy Letter A, 
Welcome Song, Review Theme

Reading Assistant, Letter A Creature, 
Friendship Pizza, Identifying Familiar 
Sounds

Person to Person Freestyle Art: Chalky 
Designs

 Theme 2 • Apples Everywhere
Monday

September 17

Circle Binoculars, Letter B Display, 
Letter B Rhyme, Discuss Apple 
Facts

If I Could Be..., Apple Patterns LCM, 
Rhyme Time! Pass the Apple Vaudeville Entertainers, 

Lacing Worm

Tuesday
September 18

Red Play, Letter B Word Cards, 
Apples Felt Set, Discuss Apple 
Parts

Hello in Many Languages, Apple Seeds 
LCM, Inside/Outside Apple Picking Adorable Apple Booklet, 

Apple Seed Planting

Wednesday
September 19

Number 3, B Is for Ball, Two Little 
Apples Rhyme, Discuss Apple 
Varieties

Book Placement, Number Three 
Counting Card, Interactive Nursery 
Rhyme: Two Red Apples

Shimmy and Shake Wormy Puppet, Seed 
Shakers

Thursday
September 20

Red Writing, Bean B’s, Discuss 
Where Apples Grow, Ring Around 
the Orchard Tree Song 

Apple Math LCM, Orchard Field Trip, 
Letter B Creature Apple Trees Orchard Tree, Tree House

Friday
September 21

Number Movements, B Is for 
Bubbles, Choose an Apple Song, 
Discuss Healthy Benefits of Apples

Information Recall, An Apple a Day, 
David’s Drawings Ten Apples on Top Fine Arts: Watercolor, 

Shared Watercolor

Monday
September 24

Red Foods, Letter C Display, Letter 
C Rhyme, Discuss First Day of Fall

Family Story Invite, Leaf Rubbings, An 
Apple Adventure, Apple Sequence Cards Paddle Races Autumn Bookmark

Tuesday
September 25

Body Part Circles, Letter C Word 
Cards, Applesauce Song, Discuss 
Apple Pie

Finding Red, Awesome Applesauce, All 
About My Apple Wormy Tunnels Apple Pie Bake, Pie Time

Wednesday
September 26

Counting Actions, Yarn C’s, Discuss 
Johnny Appleseed Day, Johnny 
Appleseed Song

By the Tree, Biography or Folktale?, 
Recite and Sing, Delicious Apple Snack Hide the Seed Apple Tree Headband

Thursday
September 27

Red Day, Letter C Item, Picking 
Apples Song, Animals Love Apples

Child-Led Reading, Apple Alphabet Tree,  
Apple Taste Test, Where’s the Worm? Fall Parachute Apple Art

Friday
September 28

Ordinal Terms, Letter C in Books, 
Apple Theme Review, Do You Like 
Apples? Song

Counting Within the Story, Weighing 
Apples, Preserved Apples, Working 
Together, Letter C Creature

Dipping for Apples Freestyle Art: Fall Weaving

©FunShine Express 2018 September Fireflies® Concept Cube Alphabet
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NeW! 4 sequeNCiNG CarDs
•  Observe, recall, and order  

events in everyday life 
•  Concepts include washing  

hands, brushing teeth, etc.
•  Collect, save, and reuse
• 5.5” x 8.5”; sturdy paper,  

full color

reDesiGNeD! 
2-3 CouNtiNG CarDs 
• Help children work on number  

concepts and problem-solving
•  Collect, save, and reuse
• 5.5” x 8.5”; sturdy paper,  

full color, front and back

4 WorD Wall CarDs
• Help children make  

connections between  
language and written text

•  Create a print-rich  
environment

12 WorD CarDs
• Helps children associate  

sounds with letters and  
words

• 4 cards per letter
• Punch-out, 3.5” x 4”

ChilDreN’s book
• One theme-related book to  

increase interest and motivation  
in reading and literacy

• Collect and expand 
your classroom library

FiNe arts Display
• Introduce a new art  

technique each month
•  8” x 8.5”

CharaCter CarD
• Features a real life photo  

depicting a positive  
character trait children  
can aspire to

•  8.5” x 11”

math Game
• Strengthen mathematical  

skills such as patterning,  
problem-solving,  
sequencing, and more

•  Collect, save, and reuse!
• Laminated 12” x 18”  

Game Board with  
punch-out pieces

CaleNDar heaDiNG  
aND Numbers
• Monthly heading and  

patterned pieces to display  
on Calendar Grid.

• Helps children recognize  
time and learn the months

NeW! iNteraCtive 
Nursery rhyme
• Encourage interactive play 

with familiar rhymes
• Laminated board  

with cut-out pieces

4 sets oF learNiNG  
CeNter materials
• Use for the development  

of physical, mathematical,  
and language skills

• Includes two 8.5” x 14”  
sheets as well as two  
8.5” x 11” sheets

materials list
•  List of materials needed 

for each day
•  We do our best to use  

readily available items

CHILDREN’S PACK 
Materials included per child.

16 Creative  
art projeCts
• Age-appropriate activities  

and props are open-ended 
and exploratory

• Fun, unique art and craft  
materials to save you from collecting and prep!

Family NeWsletter
• Engage families with ideas  

to help reinforce themes  
and concepts at home

• Customizable online
• 8.5” x 11”; printed front and back

persoNal jourNal  
or praCtiCe paGes
• Letter and number printing 

practice on both. Select either 
Journals OR Practice Pages  
with your kit order.

• Journals are designed 
for ages 4-5, with additional 
abstract drawing and more  
activities. 8.5” x 11” booklet, 
16 perforated pages,  
1 per child.

• Practice Pages are designed for 
ages 3-4 with more basic  
coloring and tracing. 9 sheets 
per child.

SEPARATE PURCHASE

NeW! CarD keeper 
boX With iNDeX tabs
• Collect and store Music/Movement, 

Sequencing, and Counting Cards.  
Large enough to hold all 332 cards  
from September through August!

• Full-color box with Velcro lid,  
Index Tabs included

• $10 each

Themes 
Hello and Goodbye 
Apples Everywhere

Shape and Color

Numbers 
1, 2, 3

Letters 
Aa, Bb, Cc

Alphabet Words  
astronaut, ant,  

apron, ambulance,  
basket, backpack, 

banana, bat, 
carrot, cookie,  

cup, cow

Character Card 
I am kind.

Activities for Home
• If possible, walk through your neighborhood to look for 

apple trees. Or, consider browsing through the produce 
section of your local supermarket. Visit with your child about 
the different types of apples. Consider purchasing several 
different apples to taste at home. Do the different kinds of 
apples taste the same? How are they different? You may also 
enjoy creating a few apple recipes together - apple crisp, 
applesauce, etc. Try our Mini Apple Pie recipe on the back of 
this newsletter. It’s simple and delicious!

•  While you’re in the kitchen, prepare some red foods for a meal 
or snack to review the color red. Suggestions include apples, 
tomatoes, cranberry juice, strawberries, raspberries, or red 
sweet peppers with a dip. Another alternative is to look for the 
color red as you drive or shop with your child. Are there any 
red items in your home?

•  September is National Literacy Month. Reading to your child 
every day helps him or her learn and understand new words. 
Establish a nightly routine of reading a book together. Attend 
story time at your local library or bookstore, sign up for a 
library card, or purchase a special book this month. Share the 
love of reading with your child!

Nursery Rhymes
Nursery rhymes teach children auditory skills and help them develop 
an appreciation for rhyme and rhythm. They also help children 
develop language, memory, creativity, and other cognitive skills. 

September  2018
NEWSLETTER

Two Red Apples
Way up high in an apple tree,
Two red apples smiled at me.
I shook that tree as hard as I 

could.
Down came the apples!
Mmm, they were good!

I am kind.
©FunShine Express 2018 September Fireflies®  Character Card

Way up high in an apple tree,
Two red apples smiled at me.

I shook that tree as hard as I could.
Down came the apples! 
Mmm, they were good!

Two Red ApplesTwo Red Apples

 September Fireflies® Interactive Nursery Rhyme©FunShine Express 2018
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Way up high in an apple tree,
Two red apples smiled at me.

I shook that tree as hard as I could.
Down came the apples! 
Mmm, they were good!

Two Red ApplesTwo Red Apples

 September Fireflies® Interactive Nursery Rhyme©FunShine Express 2018
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Way up high in an apple tree,

Two red apples smiled at me.

I shook that tree as hard as I could.

Down came the apples! 

Mmm, they were good!

Two Red Apples
Two Red Apples

 September Fireflies® Interactive Nursery Rhyme
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Way up high in an apple tree,
Two red apples smiled at me.

I shook that tree as hard as I could.
Down came the apples! 
Mmm, they were good!

Two Red Apples
Two Red Apples

 September Fireflies® Interactive Nursery Rhyme
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SCHOOL

SCHOOL BUS

September Journal 

September 
Journal

                          

1``1
Name

Say the number and trace the numeral. 

Count the number of items on the paper.

©FunShine Express 2018

A`A
a``a

Name

Have child identify the letter A and make the /a/ sounds. 

Trace the uppercase and lowercase letters. 

Color the Picture 

©FunShine Express 2018
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I am caring.

September
©FunShine Express 2018 September Fireflies® Calendar Heading

Watercolor
September Fireflies® Fine Arts

Way up high in an apple tree,
Two red apples smiled at me.

I shook that tree as hard as I could.
Down came the apples! 
Mmm, they were good!

Two Red Apples
Way up high in an apple tree,Way up high in an apple tree,Way up high in an apple tree,Way up high in an apple tree,

Two Red ApplesTwo Red ApplesTwo Red ApplesTwo Red ApplesTwo Red ApplesTwo Red ApplesTwo Red ApplesTwo Red ApplesTwo Red ApplesTwo Red ApplesTwo Red ApplesTwo Red ApplesTwo Red ApplesTwo Red ApplesTwo Red ApplesTwo Red Apples
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Way up high in an apple tree,

Two red apples smiled at me.

I shook that tree as hard as I could.

Down came the apples! 

Mmm, they were good!

Two Red Apples

Way up high in an apple tree,

Way up high in an apple tree,

Way up high in an apple tree,

Way up high in an apple tree,

Two Red Apples

Two Red Apples

Two Red Apples

Two Red Apples

Two Red Apples

Two Red Apples

Two Red Apples

Two Red Apples

Two Red Apples

Two Red Apples

Two Red Apples

Two Red Apples

Two Red Apples

Two Red Apples

Two Red Apples

Two Red Apples

 September Fireflies® Interactive Nursery Rhyme
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• chalk • masking tape
• newspaper • stamp pads
• magazines • paint pads
• playdough • paper punch
• paper • construction paper • scissors • music and player
• water • glue
• stapler • paint/brushes
• pencils • tape
• crayons • markers

• containers • small manipulatives

Basic supplies to keep on hand.

Basic supplies to keep on hand
• crayons/ markers
• newspapers/

magazines
• paint/brushes
• scissors
• manipulatives/

blocks
• balls/beanbags
• parachute/

blankets/sheets
• felt/craft foam
• streamers

• camera/photos of  
children

• mirrors 
• various tapes
• music and player
• playdough
• bags/boxes/baskets
• stickers/craft sticks
• containers/buckets
• yarn/string/ribbon
• cups/bowls/dishes
• board games/puzzles

• pencils/chalk
• chenille stems
• stapler
• glue/gluesticks
• various paper
• paper punch
• stamp pads
• magnifiers
• stuffed 

animals/toys
• children’s 

books

September 1 September 5 September 6 September 7 September 8
• no extras needed • no extras needed • apples

• knife (adult only)
• The Kissing Hand 

book
• wide boards
• low blocks/painter’s 

tape
• stationary supplies

• index cards • laundry basket

September 11 September 12 September 13 September 14 September 15
• toy phones
• soup ingredients
• measuring cups/

spoons
• sticky notes

• red foods
• page protectors
• The Rainbow Fish 

book
• chairs

• jump rope
• sticky notes/labels
• school materials

• photos of provider 
and friends

• index cards
• voice recorder

• dry snack foods
• spoon/scoop
• sand

September 18 September 19 September 20 September 21 September 22
• forest pictures
• evergreen candle/

air freshener
• table cloth/shower 

curtain
• spoon
• measuring cups/

spoons

• red art materials
• letter C items
• flannel board
• child-sized rakes/

brooms
• nontoxic tree parts
• family photos

• forest floor pictures
• nontoxic 

mushrooms/moss
• leaves
• clear contact paper

• sand writing tools • Letter C cutouts/
index cards

• leaves
• seasonal pictures
• weather 

thermometer
• pictures of trees
• toy camera
• forest books
• clipboards

September 25 September 26 September 27 September 28 September 29
• assorted foods that 

grow on trees
• pictures/samples of 

fruit, flowers, leaves
• half-gallon milk/juice 

carton
• twine 
• birdseed

• apples
• alphabet books
• apple recipe
• knife (adult only)
• lemon juice
• cutting board

• camping gear/
supplies

• nature books/
magazines

• real or pictures of 
recyclable materials

• coffee grounds
• forest scene items
• leaves
• paper towel
• animal pictures

• fall food items
• leaves
• globe/world map
• rice cakes
• toppings
• plastic knives

September Materials List
Most supplies are included for the activities 
in your kit. Items not included and needed 

to implement ALL of the activities suggested 
in the curriculum guide are listed below. Be 

creative when having to substitute or ask the 
children what ideas they might have.  

Always keep safety in mind! 


